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The Liberal Party 1 6 Internal strife flamed up again on the question of Secre- 
tary in -Chief last January, and HIKI-KIROKIWA alliance menaced the Zoshida camp. 
Just then when a possibility of conference between Hatoyaaa and Hirokswa was 
afloat and talked about in the political world amidst such a situation, the 
^oolxirl" scooped a picture that bore witness to the conference in question It 
was no wonder that the general public was aatonishod whsi they knew the conference 
took place at the residence of Kodaaa Toetoio, situated at Jiyagaoka, Heguro Ward, 
attended by iHURA Oiiohi, nicknamed ltirocachi Shogun, besides Hatoyaaa, Hirokasra 
and Hikl. Humor had it that Hatoyaaa could found the Liberal Party after the 
war thanks to the financial backing up by Kodama. The ^amiuri w report endorsed 
the eodstenoe of such a relation between Hatoyaaa and Kodazaa and highli^ited the 
existence of Kodaaa on the surface of Jc?u3pklis» after a long interval, 

Kodaaa, who was needless to say the responsible head of the former Kodaaa 
machinery, was born in February 1?11 in Fukuahima Prefecture. He is quite young 
y et, being 1*2. ^ 

Kodaaa, who had been brought up in the tradition of Hyakkotai, (White Tiger > 
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Squad), plunged into the rightist movement after graduating from the Junior High 
School at his native place, then aovsd to Tokyo and played an active part in the 
taovenent as & focal figure of the Radical Patriotic Party along with Teukui Tat sub' *, 
and others. He was then a stripling of youth, a little over 20 years old, tpt had* 
been already known as a’ata^ of chivalry among the rightist group. Uter op 'he had 
been in jail now and then seven years in all. Implicated iiu the case of 
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Touths Party and others* He had written famous fl Inside the prison and out of 
it*" This made his name widely known. 

It was Cameo Tsteuo, the former President of Intelligence Bureau (then 
Chief of foreign liixiistry'e Intelligence Department), that extended helping h*nd 
to Kodana, who cane out of prison with ?0 yen be earned by flaking paper icy ] 

balloons there in his pocket in the fail of 1£37« Cawaflo sent Sodas* t# China 
with an ready present of 3#000 yen from his own pocket n»oey. This was the start 
of the Kodama machinery’s being founded* While he was back bomp for the tine ] 
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in 19hH the war developed at last into the Pacific war* He crossed the sea 1 
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to China again in the end of that year with a tremendous task of ooUseting war 
materials In Which whioh mission was entrusted to him by the then Naval Aviation 
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Headquarters Chief Vlce^Admisel Xamagsta who fell in love with his personality. 

Primarily a nan of great chivalry, he collected resources from interior parts of 
China at the risk of his life* In a short three years thereafter till the war's 

"• « r pl . 1 /' ' : ! ‘ r ■ c " t . B \ V ‘ r . 

end his war profits are said to have totaled a during 3300 million yen* Indeed 
he la an epochal nan of adventure* > * 

, Shan ho was nominated Councillor to the Higaahikxmi Cabinet soon after the c < 

war at rather 'a green age of 3$ some backbited that the power of money was responsi- 
** hie for the appointment. But it is too short-sifted to ascribe it to the Monetary 
power only* Vioe^dntral Cnishi Takijiro, initiator of TokkptadL (Special Attacking 
&Joadron), add Kodawa wwre friends trusting each, other implicitly* 3 Whan Kodaaa 
rushed to the bedside of dying Admiral who had committed "harakiri" (TN« suicide 
by cutting bevels ) , Adairal said 'to him, "Mins baing a rusty svord, .it gave ay 
bevels rather aorta pain. Mr. Kodaaa, please taka care'of the Batter after vj 
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death" and peeked away smilingly. This postwar hidden episode tells wall the 
personality of Kodama* 
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His true spirit seemed to have been revealed on the day when he was declared 
to bo a A class war original# Wearing black national suite on his small stature, 
he candidly disclosed the details of his war profits, and said with no pretention, 
"I will donate all to the public utility enterprises and become empty-handed ny— 
self." 

After having been absolved from war crimes in Depez&er 19h8> he waa trying 
to avoid what might attract public attention saying he would like to observe the 
world quietly for a while# Nonetheless, her complicated and diversified are his 
rglitians with a variety ^f circles may be imagined from the fact that his case 
has often appeared behind the scene of notable affairs since than. 
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When one sees him with a curiosity as to what kind of *; man he way be, be is 
found to be a rasa impressively courteous, quite different from the type one 
iaagined. Noi a dandy, but he is ixamculate in his apparel verging on nervoaness* 
Okie Is rather disappointed to find him speak sluggishly, but onoe on a platform 
he is capable of asking audiences stunned with adadratloa by his, great eloquence* 

As exemplified by his bodes "Inside prisdn and out of it,* and "I aa defeated,” 
writings of his also have power to asks readers shed tears. His way of thinking 
also differs from that of ideal spiritualists* 2h his younger days, when ho was 
serving under Akao Bin of Konkokukai (National Foundation Association), he declared 
in regard to the practice of JUsogi (TNi . Shinto rite to purifjr ana's body by 
sprinkling water over it acoozdlng to a prescribed formula), "I disdain to take 
part in such a foolish rite,” and plunged into a heated dispute with other fana- 
tical members which resulted in a fxwy both L> side brandishing naked Japanese swords* 
The battle was ended by Kodaaa's getting scolded severely by Alao. Bo eomallB of 
course in zaking money, but s esa s not to have hoarded such, for he fipec4a a lot as 

[quickly as he col)leots a great deal of it. 
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Hero la an episode. A nan who was an intimte tanas with the Xodano* hap- 
paid to be shown the deposit pass with' • balance of less then 3000 yen by Hrs. 

Sodas*. 'Thinking such a asager savings wight scastim cause Eorlaro, a proud, neat 
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*mn of thm worlds to Incur afaaaa on binsaLfj hsaanjiged qnn aow* 30,000 yan 
and peraaedod lire. Eodaaa to place .the sews on deposit. Sodaaa, diiocvering 
incidentally this deposit pass book. Is said to have scolded his wife, saying, 
"Xfeie a darned extiw»asertoe = for a m without occupation to place .so snob as 
30,000 ya on deport.' i ■- 

He doesn’t drink. Hla bobbles are — aTrf 'flhambaehi (CTi^txadltional 
Japanese baaboo-Qate.). 


